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altogether different setting: All his categories 'were dynamic
rather than static, and functional rather than structural He
studied the human body as a living whole, its physiology rather
than its anatomy, its working, growth, and decay rather than
its several members. That is his meaning when he demands a
return to "nature."
In all these fields where he pioneered, Paracelsus contributed
more intuition than observation, more ideas than knowledge.
Even where he seems to anticipate a modern insight, he did not
possess it clearly. There is no point, therefore, in tracing con-
temporary discoveries back to him. Some have credited him
with the invention of chemo-therapy, some consider his ideas on
magnetism and suggestion anticipations of Mesmer's and
Charcot's work. If that were permissible, then homoeopaths,
spiritualists, and faith healers also might claim Paracelsian lineage.
He is best understood, however, in terms of his own rebellion
against the system which provoked it.
RESURRECTION
Paracelsus is not remembered for his achievements, but for his
fight against orthodoxy. Whenever science seemed to have be-
come estranged from nature and medicine disappointed the peo-
ple, his name as a great healer and friend of the common man
re-emerged out of the undercurrents of folk memory. The poor
pilgrimaged to his grave; the educated recalled the knight-
errant who had discarded the learning of his age to gain higher
knowledge.
A Paracelsus myth was in the making even before his works
were published. Fakers tried to sell their own manuscripts as
his revelations and posthumous messages. Prophecies and in-
structions for finding the Philosopher's Stone were peddled in his